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20 September 2007 
 
His Excellency Hu Jintao  
President of the People’s Republic of China  
State Council  
Beijing 100032  
The People’s Republic of China 
 
Your Excellency, 
 
We write to you regarding the detention since 25 June 2007 of journalist Qi Chonghuai, 
who is being held at the Detention Centre of Tengzhou City, Shandong province. Sydney 
PEN fears that Qi Chonghuai may be detained in violation of Article 19 of the International 
Convention on Civil and Political Rights, to which China is a signatory, and if so calls for 
his immediate and unconditional release.  
 
Our concern stems from the fact that this arrest follows the publication of an article, 
published in June 2007on the Xinhuanet website, alleging corruption in the Tengzhou 
Communist Party. Freelance photographer Ma Shiping was arrested on 16 June 2007 in 
connection with photos published in the article, and after Qi Chonghuai’s public support of 
Ma, the authorities reportedly sought to discredit Qi. Mr Qi was initially accused of 
“deception” for allegedly misrepresenting himself as a journalist, before officially being 
charged with “blackmail”. We have been informed that his press card was seized along 
with his computer equipment when he was arrested. We are also disturbed to learn that he 
was held incommunicado until formal charges were laid. 
 
Qi Chonghuai is known for his reporting on corruption and social injustice in Shandong 
province and has worked for a number of publications over the past several years. 
 
Sydney PEN is part of International PEN, a non-political, nongovernmental organisation in 
formal consultative relations with UNESCO. Our members include some of Australia’s 
best known and respected writers. We welcome your comments in these matters. 
 
Yours truly, 
 
 
 
Chip Rolley 
On behalf of Sydney PEN 
 
cc: Mr Jia Chunwang, Procurator General, Supreme People’s Procuratorate 

Dr Geoff Raby, Australian Ambassador to the People’s Republic of China 


